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on drifting swarms of " krill" but upon giant cuttle-fish,
squids, the remains of which we often found in their stomachs.
These giant cuttle-fish are still something of a mystery since
their darting movements in the water are of such lightning
rapidity that no net has ever yet been devised which can
catch them. They are known only from the decayed remains
found in the stomachs of Sperm whales or from dead bodies
washed up occasionally on sea-shores. Some of the frag-
ments we found inside whales* stomachs at Durban must
have belonged to creatures ten or twelve feet long but larger
ones than that have been found. In spite of the swiftness of
these squids the Sperm whale with his snapping jaws is
swifter and once or twice we pieced together nearly fifty
cuttle-fish from one stomach. The old bull Sperm whales
which were sometimes brought to South Georgia always had
the sides of their mouths and faces scarred with the circular
marks of suckers, and sometimes grooved by the tearing
hooks with which these suckers are armed. You could
picture the writhing, twisting struggle as the difficult repast
vanished into that incompetent-looking mouth. It is this
unappetizing diet which is responsible for the formation of
that curious substance, ambergris, which scent manufac-
turers value so highly because it fixes and makes permanent
their perfumes. Cuttle-fish have horny jaws, like the beak
of a parrot, inside their heads with which they grind up their
food. These the Sperm whale cannot digest and almost
always we found these beaks in great numbers in the
stomachs, even if the cuttles to which they once belonged had
long since disappeared. Sometimes these beaks set up an
irritation in the whale's intestines and a mass of mucus is
secreted which, with the intestinal contents, makes a concre-
tion around the hard irritant body. This is excreted into
the sea, presumably when the whale defaecates. This giant
faecal pellet may be the size of a baby's head and, if found
washed up on. the sea-shore by some fortunate beach-
comber, is called by the gentler name of ambergris and